
ANNIE LABATT   
Annie Labatt (History of Art) has 
been awarded both a Dumbarton 
Oaks Junior Fellowship from Harvard 
University and a Chester Dale Fellow-
ship from the Metropolitan Museum 

of Art. She will spend the 2010–2011 
academic year at Dumbarton Oaks in 
Washington, D.C., and the following 
year in New York. She is currently in 
Rome doing research in early medieval 
churches.
        “Dumbarton Oaks is going to be 
an invaluable resource for me because 
of its extraordinary library and its 
photography collection. A number 
of the churches I study are in poor 
condition and, in some cases, in a 
worse state than they were when first 
excavated. Seeing photographs of the 
paintings is helpful in discovering 
crucial details that are no longer vis-
ible,” she says.
        Annie studies the way new 
Christian images arose and evolved in 
the eighth and ninth centuries. Some 
images, such as the “Anastasis,” or 
Descent into Hell, first appeared in 
Rome, then centuries later “became 
notable parts of a canonized Eastern 
tradition.” These forms “did not origi-
nally connote division or difference” 
between Rome and Byzantium, but 
reveal “inventiveness, experimenta-
tion, and hybridity.” Her advisor at 
Yale is Robert S. Nelson. She earned 
a B.A. from Barnard College and 
worked as Research Assistant on the 
Metropolitan Museum exhibition 
“Byzantium: Faith and Power.”

JENNIFER MILLER  
Jennifer Miller (F&ES) has won a 
Critical Language Scholarship from 
the U.S. Department of State to spend 
this summer learning Hindi through 
the American Institute of Indian Stud-

ies in Jaipur, Rajasthan. She plans to 
investigate the impact of drought on 
tigers, their prey, and human com-
munities for her dissertation, advised 
by Oswald Schmitz. Fluency in Hindi 
will allow her to interview villagers in 
central India about their experiences 
with wildlife. Jennie graduated from 
Claremont McKenna College and 
spent 2008 in India on a Fulbright 
fellowship.

K U D O S

In addition to listing sports and other physi-
cal activities, the blog has a section that 
lets browsers view posts by topics, such as 
“Armchair Athletics” (spectating) or “Not a 
Yalie,” which identifies opportunities open to 
anyone regardless of Yale affiliation. Other 
sections explain the distinctions among types 
of organized teams, such as Club Sports, 
which primarily consist of undergraduates, 
and Graduate-Professional Intramurals, 
which are mostly graduate students. 
 “We’re hoping this will be a resource 
for grad students looking for a recreational 
outlet,” says Kim Tsao (eph), who launched 
the site with Bianca Mercado (History). 
 “Kim and I came up with the idea for 
the blog because we were both 
frustrated by the fact that there 
was no centralized location for 
information about fitness options 
at Yale and in New Haven and surrounding 
areas,” Bianca adds. “Being a graduate stu-
dent is very stressful, and exercising benefits 
both my mental and physical health.” She is 
interested in boxing, for example, but found 
there were limited boxing resources at Payne 
Whitney Gymnasium. “After time-consum-
ing internet research, I located a great box-
ing program in Hamden run by Hamden 

Youth Services. It’s open to all ages and is 
very affordable. It was a struggle, however, 
to create my own fitness opportunities and I 
didn’t want other graduate students to have 
to go through the same tedious process,” 
says Bianca. 
 “There’s a discrepancy in what’s avail-
able to undergraduates and graduate students 
as far as sports options go, and we’re trying 
to start bridging that gap,” says Kim, whose 
activity-of-choice is water polo. She is cur-
rently the player-coach of the Yale women’s 
water polo club. 
 The weblog is one of several efforts 
to help graduate students learn about their 
fitness options, Kim notes. “The gsa also 

has an athletics representative working to 
increase graduate student access to under-
graduate facilities.” 
 Bianca adds, “The Yale Graduate Sports 
website is updated frequently,” so interested 
students are encouraged to check it often.

Don’t Just Stand There — 
Do Something!
Looking for a martial arts class? A place to canoe when 

the weather turns mild? A kendo or Nordic ski team to join? 

The McDougal Center Sports and Recreation Fellows have 

launched a website at http://yalegradsports.wordpress.com 

that provides useful information about sporting activities 

on and off campus, ranging from boxing and swimming to 

modern dance, squash, and, of course, soccer.

  “Being a graduate student is very stressful, and exercising 

benefits both my mental and physical health.” B i A N C A  M E r C A D O

Online: http://yalegradsports.
wordpress.com

Congratulations!
Send your good news to gila.reinstein@yale.edu 
for inclusion in a future issue. 

W E D D i N G S
Karen Dannemiller (E A S) and Ben Flaherty 
(Cell Biology) will be married in June, 2010.

Esther Morgan-Ellis (Music) and Jura pintar 
(E E B) were married in Cambridge, Mass., 
on March 8, 2010.

Elena poiata (MCDB) and Will Brockliss (Classics) 
were married in New Haven on October 25, 2009

B i r T H S
Oliver Christian Ammon was born on March 7, 
2010, to Francesca (American Studies) and 
peter Ammon (MA 2005, ir; MBA 2005), director 
of investments at yale. Oliver joins his two-year-
old sister, isabella. 

Sofia Elizabeth yang was born on June 18, 2009, to 
Elizabeth Son (American Studies) and Halla yang.

J O B S  A N D  p O S T - D O C S
Here’s a sampling of where graduating students 
will be next year. See www.yale.edu/graduate-
school/home/student_jobs.html for a more 
complete list.

Omolade Adunbi (Anthropology)
assistant professor, University of Michigan

Andrew Bellemer (Neuroscience)
postdoctoral fellow, Duke University

Christopher Conlon (Economics)
assistant professor, Columbia University

Victor Fan (Film Studies)
assistant professor, McGill University

robert Gorey (East Asian Languages & Literatures)
postdoctoral fellow, Harvard

Sarah Haley (African American Studies)
postdoctoral fellow, princeton University, 
2010–11, then assistant professor, UCLA

Faith Hillis (History)
assistant professor, University of Chicago

Julia irwin (HSHM)
assistant professor, University of South Florida

Hugh Lippincott and Ethan Neil (physics)
postdoctoral fellows, Fermilab


